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202. Hellenic Association of Political Scientists 
 
Although initially a health crisis, COVID -19 has been also developed into a socio-economic and 
environmental threat requiring a multifaceted response from states. Making use of its special 
consultative status in the United Nations Economic and Social Council, the Hellenic Association 
of Political Scientists submits the present statement on building a post-COVID-19 plan to achieve 
the 2030 Agenda, addressing the 2021 ECOSOC High-Level Segment.  
 
Multilateralism is more relevant than ever, as global cooperation and solidarity are central in 
fighting against the pandemic. For example, member states of the World Health Organization 
should financially and politically support its post-pandemic efforts to strengthen healthcare 
systems around the world, as a way of contributing to well-being and stability. On the national 
level, fortifying the healthcare systems should go beyond the pandemic-period. It should be also 
set as a longer-term investment for health systems preparedness and resilience to be achieved. The 
(re)emergence of an all-inclusive welfare state that creates a safety net for those in need should 
become a vision arising from the current situation.  
 
Furthermore, as the pandemic has intensified global unemployment, support to small and medium-
sized enterprises through economic and recovery programs is necessary. With a major debt crisis 
coming into the foreground the financial consequences of COVID-19 should be addressed through 
long-term sustainable solutions, which will lead to social cohesion. Fiscal and monetary policies 
capable of creating the needed income flows for debt-service obligations should be formulated 
within a framework of active social policy and through the establishment of fair and viable debt-
repayment plans. Otherwise, a domino of bankruptcies threatens the global economic and financial 
stability once again. Furthermore, symmetrical economic recovery is essential, as regional, and 
global inequalities impact negatively on sustainable development. Public-private partnerships hold 
a key role in redirecting the economic development model and setting sustainable, long-term goals 
as a priority. Equally significant is the reinforcement of interstate cooperation in the context of 
implementing international agreements sustainable recovery and development. 
Regarding the environmental dimension of COVID-19, a “Green New Deal” should constitute the 
core of a sustainable post-pandemic environmental strategy. The pandemic also pointed out the 
connection between environmental factors and societal resilience, emphasizing the need of paying 
additional attention to greater vulnerability to diseases resulting from poor air and water quality 
and environmental degradation.  
 
The Hellenic Association of Political Scientists believes that political action should be guided by 
scientific research. Acknowledging that the later comes with policy implications, the Hellenic 
Association of Political Scientists has been actively contributing to the production of relevant 
research material and policy proposals.  
 
 
 
 
 
  


